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ish slavery in the United States. As sinews of war, he
had about four thousand dollars, or dollars* worth of
material of one kind and another. With such resources he
expected to do something which the Government itself,
with more than a million trained soldiers, five hundred
warships, and three billions of dollars, accomplished with
difficulty at the end of a four years' war, during which no
negro insurrection, large or small, took place. One might
think that the scheme itself was evidence of insanity. But
to prove Brown insane on this ground alone, we must
convict also the persons who plotted and cooperated with
him and who furnished him money and arms, knowing
what he intended to do with them. Some of these were
men of high intelligence who are still living without strait-
jackets, and it is not conceivable that they aided and
abetted him without first estimating, as well as they were
able, the chances of success. Yet Brown refused to allow
his counsel to put in a plea of insanity on his trial, saying
that he was no more insane then than he had been all his
life, which, was probably true. If he was not insane at the
time of the Pottawatomie massacre, he was a murderer
who forfeited his own life five times in one night by taking
that number of lives of his fellow men in cold blood.

I saw and talked with Brown perhaps half a dozen
times at Chicago during his journeys to and from Kansas.
He impressed me then as a religious zealot of the Old
Testament type, believing in the plenary inspiration of
the Scriptures and in himself as a competent interpreter
thereof. But the text "Vengeance is mine, saith the Lord,
I will repay," never engaged his attention. He was op-
pressed with no doubts about anything, least of all about
his own mission in the world. His mission was to bring
slavery to an end, but that was a subject that he did not
talk about. He was a man of few words, and was extremelyngfield and repeated what he had said at Bloomington. Both of
